118                          STUDIES IN A MOSQUE.

order. One might have thought that this decided
advance in translation would have made the Koran
more generally known, and that readers would have
been attracted by the bold imagery and fine bursts
of real poetry which Mr. Rodwell's version brings into
prominence. Such, however, has not been the case.

Another attempt was made, in a different direction,
to induce those who had been deterred from the study
of Sale's Koran by its length and confusion to acquire
some knowledge of the sacred book in a less trouble-
some manner. Lane's " Selections'5 were arranged
under subjects; all that was objectionable in general
reading was excised; and the interminable histories of
the Israelite patriarchs were reduced to a connected
narrative. Many who had been foiled in their laudable
efforts to master Sale were able to learn something of
the Koran and its author from these " Selections " ;
but it may be doubted whether the loss which is
entailed by the neglect of the chronological order is
quite repaid by the convenience in reference and
analysis which undoubtedly belongs to the arrangement
according to subjects. Lane's " Selections " are the best
means of learning the ordinary contents of the Koran
that the general reader possesses : but he cannot gain
from them that insight into the development of Mo-
hammad's thought and the growth of Islam which a
chronologically arranged book of extracts or typical
chapters would have afforded.

Finally, Professor B. H. Palmer, who had a rare
gift of language, and understood the art of repro-
ducing Arabian effects in English words as no other